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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 4418

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Kagi and Bol dt

Read first tine . Referred to .

VWHEREAS, The adoption process can seem conplicated, tinme consum ng,
and frustrating; and

WHEREAS, Options for prospective adoptive parents to consider
i ncl ude whether to adopt a child fromthe United States or from anot her
country, whether or not to adopt a child fromthe foster care system
the degree of desired contact between the adoptive famly and the
child s birth famly follow ng the adoption, and the type of agency or
met hod of adoption to be used;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, By the House of Representatives of
the state of Wshington, the Senate concurring, That a |egislative
study panel on issues relating to adoption be created to be conposed of
four menbers as foll ows:

Two nenbers of the Senate to be appointed by the President of the
Senate, including one nenber of the mpjority party and one nenber of
the mnority party; and

Two nenbers of the House of Representatives to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, including one nenber fromthe
majority party and one nenber fromthe mnority party; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the study panel shall invite the
participation of the Governor. The study panel shall create an
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advisory commttee to participate in the study panel conposed of the
followwng invited individuals: Representatives from federally
recogni zed Indian tribes, the Washington State Bar Association, the
judiciary, and adoption agencies and chil d-pl aci ng agencies includi ng
state agencies, nonprofit agencies, and those agencies providing
services for domestic or international adoptions; adoptive parents; and
adopt ees; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the study panel shall study and report
findings and reconmmendations, as well as solicit comments from the
community, regarding the current adoption statutes and policies rel ated
to the followi ng issues: Adoption-related fees; barriers to adoption;
child selling and buying; adoption facilitation, advertising, and
mar keting; discrimnation in adoption based upon ability to pay, race,
color, or national origin of child or parent; background checks; and
agency licensing and credentialing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the study panel shall report its
findings to the |l egislature by January 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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